Application Assignment
The goal of this assignment is to find out how laws/codes/rules/etc. impact your everyday life.  There are regulations/laws for almost everything that we do.  The paper will chronicle a typical day/few hours/one hour/fifteen minutes in your life this summer.  Detail is extremely important in this assignment and the more detail that you have the better the paper will ultimately become.  
Specifications:	The paper needs to be written in 12 point Times-New Roman font and should be about 7-8 pages in length.  Page numbers should be included.  All margins should be 1 inch.  The text of the paper needs to be a minimum of 7 pages, with double spacing throughout.  There should not be an extra space between paragraphs (you may have to change this in MS word).  Additionally, there will be a title page and a reference page which do not count in the seven page minimum.  The title page should have the title of the paper, your name, and the class name.  A minimum of 15 laws/codes/regulations/etc. must be used and cited.  The paper should follow the APA format.  
Structure:	Like a traditional essay, this paper should have an introduction, a body, and a conclusion.  The paper should follow a logical path (probably chronologically).  The paper is expected to be clear and concise, with every idea adding something of value to the paper.  
Tips

The APA manual (7th Ed.) offers guidance on citing most of the things in your application assignments.  Look at pages XXXX for examples on citations for case law, statutes, codes, bills executive orders and more.  There are few examples of common cites and references that I would like to give.  
Municipal codes - Many of you will cite municipal codes in your paper.  The reference and in-text citation will be the same.  The format is: City, State Municipal Code § number.  For example if you were citing the regulation of parking meters you would use: Houston, Texas Municipal Code § 26-151.
For referencing state statutes or laws you will want to use the following format: Name of law (if available), Title/Chapter State Abbreviation Code Abbreviation § section number/s (year).   For example, if you were citing the robbery statute (maybe you commit robbery on a regular basis) your reference would be Robbery, 7 Tex. Pen. Code §§ 29-01-03 (1973).  The in text reference for this would be Robbery, 1973.  Sometimes, although this is rare in the state codes/laws, there will not be a name or act attached to the statute.  In those cases your reference would be 7 Tex. Pen. Code §§ 29-01-03 (1973) and the in-text cite would be 7 Tex. Pen. Code §§ 29-01-03, 1973.  
The federal laws are similar to the state ones.  The format for federal statutes is Name of law (if available), title # U.S.C. § section #.  A good example of this: Mental Health Systems Act, 42 U.S.C. § 9401 (1988).  The in text citation of that example is: Mental Health Systems Act, 1988.  There are some laws/codes that do not have a name or act attached to it and are missing a year.  For these you reference all you can.  An example of this is 42 U.S.C. § 1983.  In this case your reference and in-text citation is the same 42 U.S.C. § 1983.  
The use of parentheses depends on how it is used in the sentence. It is similar to using the author's name in your paper. For example, "Liability attaches when an officer violates constitutional rights while acting under the color of the law (42 USC §1983)" or "In the United States, 42 USC §1983 indicates that officers may not violate constitutional rights of citizens while acting under the color of the law."       
Formats for Citing
Name of law (if available), State Abbreviation Code Abbreviation § section number/s. (i.e., Tex. Prop. Code § 8-92-F)
Name of law (if available), title # U.S.C. § section #. (ie, 42 U.S.C. § 1983)
Houston, Texas Municipal Code § 43-4002.














Grading:
Grammar	20%
Assignments will be expected to have correct spelling and grammar.  Misspelled words, run-on sentences, and the like will result in deductions.    
 Content	20%
Students are expected to have a firm grasp of the topic at hand as well as presenting valid, consistent, well-informed, and comprehensive writings on the issue.  The paper is expected to be clear and concise, with every idea adding something of value to the paper.  There should be a minimum of 10 sources and sources should be included throughout the paper.       		
Organization and Flow	20%
Introduction should provide a clear direction for the paper.  The material should fit together well and the paper, along with each section, should end in a good spot, without dragging on too much or ending too abruptly.  The ideas should flow in a logical manner and not have a random order.  Each section should follow a logical progression.        
 Follow guidelines				          	20%
The paper needs to be written in 12 point Times-New Roman font.  Page numbers should be included.  All margins should be 1 inch.  The text of the paper (Main Paper) needs to be a minimum of 4 pages, with double spacing throughout.  There should not be an extra space between paragraphs (you may have to change this in MS word).  The paper should have all pertinent sections included.     
APA Format						20%
APA format should be followed on headings, in text references, and the reference pages.  Follow the directions above for the title page.     

  
      
